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ABOUT
SummerWorks
Performance Festival
SummerWorks expands the possibilities
of performance. We are a leader,
collaborator, and community builder
at the forefront of contemporary
performance. We ask crucial questions,
nurture artistic innovation, and present
new works that reflect the complexity
and diversity of our society. Now in our
30th year, SummerWorks curates,
produces and presents artistic activities
year-round.
summerworks.ca

How I Learned
to Serve Tea

The Theatre Centre is a nationally
recognized live-arts incubator that serves
as a research and development hub for
the cultural sector. We provide artists with
infrastructure and resources to make
their art – from idea to production. The
Theatre Centre is committed to new work
and new ways of working. We are a public
space, open and accessible to the people of
our community, where citizens can imagine,
debate, celebrate, protest, unite and be
responsible for inventing the future.
theatrecentre.org
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How I Learned to Serve Tea
Created and Facilitated by

Shaista Latif

Curated and Presented by

Why Not Theatre

In Association With

Koffler Centre of the Arts
For Koffler Centre

Jessica Dargo Caplan, Director of Public Programs & Engagement
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Francis Tomkins, Education & Public Engagement Assistant
For Why Not Theatre

Ravi Jain, Artistic and General Director
Owais Lightwala, Managing Director
Kelly Read, Executive Producer
Taliesin McEnaney, Associate Producer
Sarah Mansikka, Lighting Director
Schedule

Wed / Feb. 12 / 6:00pm – 8:00pm
Sat / Feb. 15 / 3:00pm – 5:00pm
Duration:

90 - 120 minutes
Photos: Shaista Latif / Taliesin McEnaney
With Special Thanks to Soulpepper Theatre Company

“Assessing the language of invitation and hosting, and how it translates into
action is How I Learned to Serve Tea. A hyphenated existence, my life is my
work, my work is my life. Some people can categorize and separate but those
of us who are marginalized can’t afford to do so. Sometimes I wonder if our
work has had to evolve into critical interrogation out of necessity? If we lived
in a decolonized world what would we be making? Who would we be serving?
I think we are all capable and deserving of knowing and living ourselves into
these answers. This workshop invites participants to reflect and confront who
gets to have a seat at the table”.
- Shaista Latif

From Shaista Latif

From Ravi Jain

My devotional practice as an artist is to create sites of undoing so
we can see what we have to work with and what we have to fight
against. At every turn, no matter the position or status we occupy, we
are continually asked to perform our allegiances. I’m thinking about
palatable forms of radicality, about the limits of care work and what
it takes to endure systems that were never built with our presence in
mind. I continue to grapple with this thought: Despite a marginalized
existence, my presence also upholds the active dispossession of
another “other.” Coming into this knowledge has been unnerving.
Having the opportunity to work with people from all experiences and
sectors in these workshops, has also allowed me to see the parallels of
our struggles. We are not as common as we think and yet we are, and
here we are--in the struggle of it, knowing there’s little to no relief on
its way to hold us and yet--look I’m not here to placate and support
your complicity. I’m not here as an expert or the voice of reason to
keep telling you to be a good worker. I’m here because in the words
of Fred Moten:

Why Not Theatre has had a long relationship with Progress
Festival. We were among the first group of companies when the
festival began five years ago, and we are so excited to continue
that relationship as a part of this year’s line-up with both Shaista
Latif ’s How I Learned to Serve Tea, and Jan Derbyshire’s Certified.

“The coalition emerges out of your recognition that it’s fucked
up for you, in the same way that we’ve already recognized that it’s
fucked up for us. I don’t need your help. I just need you to
recognize that this shit is killing you, too, however much more
softly, you stupid motherfucker, you know?”
I give my thanks to my communities and to those who act in
solidarity. I give my thanks to the institutions who have welcomed
this work with courage, care and curiosity.
Shaista Latif
Creator and Facilitator
How I Learned to Serve Tea

Shaista is an artist who speaks confidently about her place in the
world. She uses this ability to help us see the context of who we are
as an audience, in relation to her and to each other, and how that
informs absolutely every action we take. She is able to help us
articulate both the visible and invisible markers of identity that can
afford us comfort -- or create extreme discomfort -- as we move through
this world. As much as we want to believe we are all the same, we are not.
Power and privilege are two words that we as a society
continue to try to understand in this new decade. The attempt
can be complicated and difficult, and it can bind us in knots.
Shaista has an unbelievable ability to help an audience discover, and
untie, these knots; with clarity, with play, and with genuine curiosity.
True equity -- which is an extension of true empathy -- can only come when
we understand the real differences between us. This is the foundation of a
more humane society. With artists like Shaista making work that is both
seen and experienced, it gives me hope that we can get there, together.
Ravi Jain
Artistic and General Director
Why Not Theatre

Shaista Latif

Why Not Theatre

Shaista Latif is a working-class Queer Afghan-Canadian
multidisciplinary artist, consultant and facilitator. Her works and
collaborations have been presented by Koffler Gallery, Ontario Scene
Festival, SummerWorks, Why Not Theatre, Blackwood Gallery,
Mercer Union, the AGO, Halifax Queer Acts Festival, Buddies in
Bad Times Theatre and recently the Undercurrents Festival. Her video
installation Learning the Language of My Enemies was recently presented in
conjunction with Nevet Yitzhak: WarCraft at the Koffler Gallery. In
March of 2020, Latif will be touring her critically-acclaimed show,
The Archivist to five cities in Ontario. Latif is a published playwright
(Playwrights Canada Press) and voiced the character Soraya in the
Oscar-nominated film The Breadwinner.

Good isn’t good enough. At Why Not Theatre, we’re out for better.
We shake up the status quo to make the world we want to see. A world
where everyone can achieve their full potential. We question everything. Rethink how stories are told. And who gets to tell them. We
believe in art. It’s how we make change. We MAKE great work that
takes chances, and tours all over the world. We SHARE everything we
have, because more artists mean more stories. We PROVOKE change
because we believe art should be for everyone. We push boundaries,
build community, and find new ways. We represent Toronto, at home
and on the world stage. Founded in 2007, we are growing rapidly, led
by a core team of Ravi Jain, Owais Lightwala, and Kelly Read. Find out
more at www.whynot.theatre

Koffler Centre of the Arts

The Koffler Centre of the Arts is a cultural platform that explores
critical ideas and concerns of our time through thought-provoking
exhibitions, publications, performances, literary events and digital
initiatives. As an organization with roots in the Jewish community, we
value – and aim to foster – social justice and equality, while nurturing
a passion for learning. We position Jewish identity in conversation with
diverse perspectives and global voices to examine complex issues and
promote intercultural understanding. Harnessing the power of art as a
driver of positive change, the Koffler seeks to offer transformative arts
experiences that inspire new and fresh ways of looking at the world.
The Koffler Gallery and its administrative offices are located at Artscape
Youngplace, in Toronto’s vibrant West Queen West art and design
district.

Koffler Centre Supporters

Why Not Theatre Supporters

Why Not Theatre and Koffler Centre of the Arts are working with
Shaista Latif as an artist-in-residence throughout the year while she
conducts this series of workshops. Why Not first encountered Shaista
during RISER 2016 and have been inspired by her work ever since.
We are both so pleased and proud to be able to support her research
and collaborative process for a full year, unlocking the potential of her
creative work.
Click here for Shaista Latif ’s full Artist Statement on the residency .

ANCILLARY PROGRAMMING
Programming is curated and presented by Coach House Books, FADO Performance Art
Centre, RT Collective, SummerWorks, The Theatre Centre, and Why Not Theatre.

Opening Reception
Thurs Jan 30, 10:30 pm
Café

Post-show talk: The Marble in
the Basement
Feb 1, following 4:00 pm performance
BMO Incubator for Live Arts

Post-show talk: Café Sarajevo

Book Launch for Disfigured: On Fairy
Tales, Disability, and Making Space by
Amanda Leduc
Feb 5, 6:00 pm
Gallery

Community Meal
Hosted by The Theatre Centre
Feb 12, 1:00 pm
Café

Feb 2, following 2:00 pm performance
Franco Boni Theatre

Post-show talk: Certified
(audio description provided)

Post-show talk: Screen:Moves

Feb 15, following 7:00 pm performance
Franco Boni Theatre

Feb 3, following 7:00 pm screening
Franco Boni Theatre

Progress Closing Party
Guest curated by Hey Girl Hey

Community Meal
Hosted by SummerWorks

Feb 15, 10:00 pm
Venue-wide

Feb 5, 1:00 pm
Café

Learn more at progressfestival.org

