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ABOUT
SummerWorks
Performance Festival
SummerWorks expands the possibilities
of performance. We are a leader,
collaborator, and community builder
at the forefront of contemporary
performance. We ask crucial questions,
nurture artistic innovation, and present
new works that reflect the complexity
and diversity of our society. Now in our
30th year, SummerWorks curates,
produces and presents artistic activities
year-round.
summerworks.ca

This World Made Itself
& Infinitely Yours

The Theatre Centre is a nationally
recognized live-arts incubator that serves
as a research and development hub for
the cultural sector. We provide artists with
infrastructure and resources to make
their art – from idea to production. The
Theatre Centre is committed to new work
and new ways of working. We are a public
space, open and accessible to the people of
our community, where citizens can imagine,
debate, celebrate, protest, unite and be
responsible for inventing the future.
theatrecentre.org
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This World Made Itself & Infinitely Yours
Canadian premiere
Created and Performed by
Miwa Matreyek
Curated and Presented by
Broadleaf Theatre
This World Made Itself (2014)
Music by Steve Ellison (Flying Lotus), Mileece & Careful
(aka Eric Lindley)
Infinitely Yours (2020)
Music composed, recorded & performed by Morgan Sorne
This World Made Itself was created with support from Creative
Capital, and both works were supported by Special Projects
Grants from the Princess Grace Foundation.
For Broadleaf Theatre
Kevin Matthew Wong, Artistic Director
Emma Westray, General Manager & Producer
Schedule
Thursday Feb. 6 / 7:00pm
Friday Feb. 7 / 7:00pm
Duration
60 minutes, double-bill
No intermission
Photos: Ahrum Hong

About Broadleaf Theatre
Founded in 2014, Broadleaf Theatre creates multidisciplinary
performance based on local, national and global environmental issues.
Broadleaf is committed to climate justice and uses storytelling to
engage with people in immediate, accessible and entertaining ways.
Up Next — Our critically-acclaimed production The Chemical Valley
Project is touring to McMaster University (Feb 11-13), the University
of Toronto (March 4), and Public Energy Performing Arts in
Peterborough (March 6).
Sincere thanks to Summerworks, the Theatre Centre, Sue and the
Progress team including our fellow curators; to Ian Garrett for his
support of this presentation; to foldA for connecting us with Miwa;
and most importantly to all the water protectors and land defenders on
Turtle Island and beyond doing the truly difficult work.
Learn more and contribute to our fundraising campaign:
www.broadleaftheatre.com
Facebook / Instagram @broadleaftheatre
Twitter @broadleafTO

THE CLIMATE MOVEMENT & ART
We know what’s happening: surging greenhouse gas emissions leading
to deadly degrees of warming, rising ocean levels, and forests burning
at an unimaginable scale. We see the human impacts: the escalating
refugee crisis, the scars made by extractive industry, the relentless
oppression of Indigenous peoples around the world and at home. As
the world burns and homes and habitats are destroyed, people are
displaced, borders tighten, and the economy grows.
But tonight isn’t about that. Not only.
Broadleaf Theatre is thrilled to present the fantastical and transcendent
work of Miwa Matreyek. In This World Made Itself & Infinitely Yours,
Miwa invites us to imagine the world from its epic beginnings before
humans all the way to the Anthropocene and humanity’s complex
impacts on the planet. As Miwa’s silhouette moves through visually
rich, imaginative worlds, she asks us to see humanity on different scales
and from new perspectives. To see ourselves connected to matters much
bigger than ourselves.
Broadleaf Theatre has always been interested in examining how
theatre and performance intersect with the environmental movement,
and how art can clarify the links between environmental stewardship
and justice. For us, a big part of finding that intersection involves the
theatrical tools of transformation and scale. We must see the
possibility of transformation at a small scale if we are to believe societal
and structural change is possible. And we have to see ourselves in new
scales if we are to work with the speed and humility required by the
climate crisis. Tonight we couldn’t be more thrilled and honoured to
present the Canadian Premiere of Miwa Matreyek’s This World Made
Itself & Infinitely Yours – two works that resonate deeply with our values
and how we envision the future.
Tonight isn’t about the climate. Not only.
It’s about seeing things in new ways, and the hope that these new
vantages inspire us all to act.
Thank you for joining us!
Kevin Matthew Wong
Artistic Director, Broadleaf Theatre

NOTE FROM THE ARTIST
Some of the inspiration for This World Made Itself came from the aerial
views of landscapes I was seeing from the plane while touring, the Natural History Museums I visited in the cities I toured to, and Bill Bryson’s
“A History of Nearly Everything” which had me thinking about geological time and how landscapes have morphed and shifted over billions of
years, as life evolved and transformed, too. This World Made Itself is my
embodied exploration of earth history, and a way to create performed
metaphors for scientific ideas, such as “we are all made of star-stuff.”
Much of the imagery in Infinitely Yours come from my everyday life. The
plastic trash floating in the ocean (pulled out of my building’s blue bin)
or the scenes inside my home, as well as footage and images of places
around California, like the oil field I came across and took video of a few
years ago while driving through Bakersfield. I’ve been thinking about this
piece for a few years, collecting and cataloging articles, while also being
overwhelmed by the increasingly alarming news I was seeing every day
about pollution, contamination, extinctions, and the destruction caused
by human greed, climate change, and the feedback loop between the two.
One point of inspiration for me is the idea of “Greening of the Self” by
Eco-philosopher Joanna Macy in her book “World As Lover, World As
Self ” – the idea that we need to expand our idea of “self” as beyond our
skin encapsulated bodies, but rather to include the larger system that
supports our life: from the trees that create the air we breathe, the microbiome both inside and outside our bodies, the clean water that comes
from a whole system of the water cycle, and so on. This idea means when
we consider our health, it should include the holistic health of the world
around us (which it truly does), and the destruction of the larger systems
should feel like an injury or a sickness upon our personal bodies. I am
very much interested in this idea in my work, where I attempt to embody
consciousnesses of shifting scopes, from the experience of one person, to
all of humanity, to the earth itself.
“The obvious choice, then, is to extend our notions of self-interest. For
example, it would not occur to me to plead with you, “Don’t saw off your leg.
That would be an act of violence.” It wouldn’t occur to me (or to you) because
your leg is part of your body. Well, so are the trees in the Amazon rain basin.
They are our external lungs. We are beginning to realize that the world is our
body.” – Joanna Macy

Miwa Matreyek - Creator and Performer
Miwa Matreyek is an animator, designer, and performer based in Los
Angeles, touring internationally as an independent artist for over a
decade. Coming from a background in animation, Matreyek creates
live, staged performances where she interacts with her kaleidoscopic
moving images as a shadow silhouette, in a dreamlike visual space
that makes invisible worlds visible, often weaving surreal and poetic
narratives of conflict between humanity and nature. She travels as a
one-woman show, often incorporating artist talks and workshops.
She performs her interdisciplinary shadow performances all around
the world, including animation / film festivals, theater / performance
festivals, art museums, science museums, universities, and tech
conferences. A few past presentations include TED, MOMA, White
Light Festival at Lincoln Center, New Frontier at Sundance Film
Festival, Future of Storytelling conference, Fusebox Festival, TBA
Festival, Exploratorium, ISEA conference, Carnegie Museum of
Natural History and many more. She is also a co-founder and corecollaborator of the multi-media theater company, Cloud Eye Control.
Matreyek received her MFA for Experimental Animation and
Integrated Media from CalArts in 2007. She is a recipient of the
Sherwood Award (2016), Creative Capital Award (2013), Princess
Grace Award (2007), and Princess Grace Foundation’s Special Projects
award (2009, 2012, 2019). She won Student Grand Prix with her
performance, Dreaming Lucid Living at Platform International
Animation Festival (2007). www.semihemisphere.com

ANCILLARY PROGRAMMING
Programming is curated and presented by Coach House Books, FADO Performance Art
Centre, RT Collective, SummerWorks, The Theatre Centre, and Why Not Theatre.

Opening Reception
Thurs Jan 30, 10:30 pm
Café

Post-show talk: The Marble in
the Basement
Feb 1, following 4:00 pm performance
BMO Incubator for Live Arts

Post-show talk: Café Sarajevo

Book Launch for Disfigured: On Fairy
Tales, Disability, and Making Space by
Amanda Leduc
Feb 5, 6:00 pm
Gallery

Community Meal
Hosted by The Theatre Centre
Feb 12, 1:00 pm
Café

Feb 2, following 2:00 pm performance
Franco Boni Theatre

Post-show talk: Certified
(audio description provided)

Post-show talk: Screen:Moves

Feb 15, following 7:00 pm performance
Franco Boni Theatre

Feb 3, following 7:00 pm screening
Franco Boni Theatre

Progress Closing Party
Guest curated by Hey Girl Hey

Community Meal
Hosted by SummerWorks

Feb 15, 10:00 pm
Venue-wide

Feb 5, 1:00 pm
Café

Learn more at progressfestival.org

